The Taking of Hugh
Tavares, who had been the mistress of Sebastian Tibao, son of the
Tibao who was the pirate king of Sandwip island in 1615, and so
probably a cousin of the Tibao who had accompanied Manrique to
Arakan. Another woman had a narrow escape. She was the wife of
one Pedro da Coutto, and was on board the ship carrying the trea-
sure of the Jesuit House, which consisted, not counting the gold
and silver plate, of cash to the value of 190,000 pieces of eight.
This ship was fired and then boarded by the Mughals. But the
lady, rather than fall into their hands, jumped into the river with
an infant in her arms and held on to the end of a cable. So desper-
ate was she, that when it seemed they must take her she ordered
one of her servants to set her on fire. But she was rescued in time
by another boat.
In this frantic manner, losing several barges, they fought their
way down the river. They had got past the pontoon and the chain,
but now near the village of Betor, situated on the site of the pre-
sent Calcutta Botanical Gardens, and so twenty-five miles from
Hugli, they came to the last obstacle, a narrow blocked by another
chain where the navigable passage was close by the shore. The
Mughals were waiting here in force with more cannon. This was
the fiercest moment of the long-drawn-out battle. However, the
flotilla got through, or what was left of it, and reached the island
of Saugar, sixty miles on at the mouth, that island where annually
was held the festival at which the devotees offered themselves to
the sharks. As no-one dared live there permanently on account of
the raids of the Dianga Portuguese, the refugees from Hugli
found it deserted and decided to build themselves a settlement.
Good water abounded, and a quantity of old fruit trees. Of build-
ings there were the temples, to which once a year the pilgrims
came. Strategically it was very strong, as it could not be attacked
by a land army. From the point of view of trade it was not badly
situated, being within easy sailing distance of Hijli, the place
across the river near which Manrique had been wrecked on the
way to Hugli. Accordingly de Azevedo decided to convert the main
temple into a fortress. The slaves were immediately set to work.
On reflection, however, it struck the captain that it would be
just as well to make sure that King Thiri-thu-dhamma had no
objection. Saugar Island was about 250 miles west of Dianga and
so outside the King's dominions, but as his galleys ranged as far in
their raids, and had depopulated it, it was within his sphere of
operations. The prudence of, at least, acquainting him with the
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